ST. NICHOLAS UK
CATHOLIC EPARC
GLORY BE TO JESUS CHRIST!
СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ!

Bishop Benedict is launching a
fundraising planning study in
cooperation with the Stewardship
Committee and our consultants,
the Steier Group. The study will
help us test the case for the Bishop
Benedict’s Special Appeal and
gather information necessary to
conduct a successful campaign.
As you may know, our Eparchy is
a community of faithful from 44
parishes, missions and monasteries
on a vast territory in the USA from
Michigan to Hawaii and Alaska. We
ask for your feedback on the goals
and insights which will help us
gauge our readiness to strengthen
our parishes and the Eparchy.

OUR MISSION

Provide the faithful of the Eparchy with meaningful
opportunities to encounter Christ and bear His fruits
out of this encounter: to teach about the Word of God;
to sanctify through the liturgy and the sacraments, as
well as through our example of holiness; to shepherd by
working to unify the community of our Church.

OUR PLAN

Bishop Benedict, eparchial leaders, priests and the stewardship committee have developed
a plan to fully live out our mission by addressing the needs of our churches and of our
ministries. The pillars of the strategic plan include:
· Restoring our Cathedral by addressing
structural issues and repair waterdamaged ceilings and walls;
· Strengthening our parishes and
missions by allowing them to address
their individual issues and needs;
· Supporting seminarian and deaconate
formation and ongoing education of
clergy;

Our Goals

ADDRESS URGENT STRUCTURAL
NEEDS OF ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL |
Estimated Cost: $3 million to $4 million
“All the great works of art, the cathedrals, are
a luminous sign of God, and thus are truly a
manifestation, an epiphany of God.”
POPE BENEDICT XVI

· Growing the Eparchial Share
program, which supports Eparchial
administration and operations and
develops our ministries such as
religious education programs for
children, teens and adults;
· Developing an endowment to sustain
the long-term viability of our churches
and our Eparchy.

To achieve this vision, it will require financial support. Below is an outline of our goals.

St. Nicholas Cathedral, our Eparchy’s “Mother Church”, is a living symbol of our unity –
fulfilling a unique role of worship, hospitality, historic significance and service. However,
the Cathedral is a 110-year-old building and has serious physical issues which are
jeopardizing its structural integrity and creating safety concerns for those who worship.
The Cathedral’s Renovation Committee, in consultation with architects and structural
engineers, have identified urgent repairs, including stabilizing the 13 bronze domes,
replacing the roof and fixing water permeation and falling plaster into the worship space.
The first priorities are to replace the entire roof and stabilize the domes. With enough funding, the goals are to also waterproof, repair window frames and maintain exterior walls.
(over)

FUND CLERGY EDUCATION |
Estimated Cost: $100,000
continued

STRENGTHEN OUR PARISHES AND MISSIONS |
Estimated Cost: $500,000 annually
“The parish is a community of communities, a sanctuary where
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a
center of constant missionary outreach.”
POPE FRANCIS
Parishes provide a physical home in which families gather,
grow, celebrate what God has done for them and strive
to extend those blessings to others. Like all homes, they
occasionally need work – to maintain their physical structure,
their economic stability and their spiritual strength.
If the Eparchy proceeds with a campaign, the plan proposes
that a portion of the funds raised within each parish is
returned to that parish for its local needs. These funds
could, for example, help reduce debt, catch up on deferred
maintenance or expand programs and ministries.

GROW THE EPARCHIAL SHARE PROGRAM |
Estimated Cost: $250,000 annually
“Serve one another in love.”
GALATIANS 5:13
With this pillar, the key features
of the plan include:
· Providing annual support of
Eparchial administration
and operations;
· Offering religious education
to children, teens and adults;
· Enhancing communication,
cooperation and financial transparency amongst the
Bishop, priests and parishioners.

“Pray for those whom God is calling; that they may respond to
this call with humility and joy.”
POPE FRANCIS
Our priests have devoted their lives to shepherding the souls in
their care; to pray for them, listen to them, teach them, guide
them and stand with them in good times and bad. Every priest
has his strengths and weaknesses, but every good priest wants
to be a spiritual father for you. Without the priesthood and
the service of deacons we would not be able to function as the
Body of Christ.
Our Eparchy is blessed with these priests, deacons and
seminarians who are here to serve the needs of our faithful.
Over the last three years, there are two seminarians in the
priestly formation program and four men finished their
diaconal formation. As well, 38 priests and nine deacons
took part in the continuing education program to strengthen
their learning and capacities in a variety of areas: Biblical
and theological courses, preaching, pastoral care, spiritual
direction, marriage and family, to name a few.
Our goal is to grow the fund that supports priestly and
diaconal formation programs, as well as ongoing education of
our clergy.

ESTABLISH AN ENDOWMENT |
Estimated Cost: $1 million
“Serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
1 PETER 4:10
Our Eparchy has a rich history and will soon be celebrating its
60th anniversary. But how did we sustain our future? Our goal
is to establish a fund to augment our annual operating budget
and provide a consistent source of revenue to secure the longterm viability of our Eparchy. From the interest generated from
the endowment, we will address future needs of our parishes,
expand our programs and extend our outreach to charitable
organizations and the poor.
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